With racing getting ever closer the committee  have been discussing  how to reduce the friction that can occur in tight situations. 

The ideal scenario is when everyone has perfect knowledge of the rules , and can thus manoeuvre in close proximities to each other safe in the knowledge  that opponents will keep clear when they do not have right of way. 

The problem is that very few people have perfect knowledge of the rules – and as we all know to our cost any 3 peoples interpretations of the rapidly changing facts will produce 4 different opinions. 

So ,when it all gets a bit too exciting may we suggest that only one person on each boat may hail   , that these hails are brief and contain only the words recommended  in the racing rules  ( “water” , windward boat “”starboard” etc ) with the possible addition of  “sorry!” If there is a difference of opinion then the hail of protest should be made.  Nothing else !

This is where protests come in . A protest committee is a forum where competitors  can come and lay their differences before a group of experts  and in a friendly fashion , find out who was in the right. Differences of interpretation will occur because few of us have perfect memory of incidents and unless you have a video film  taken from directly above , sight lines and angles are very difficult to interpret. We therefore ask all competitors to say to themselves 10 times before entering a protest meeting , - “Its only a bleeding yacht race!” and to promise themselves they will stay on the friendliest terms with their opponents.

There is an alternative and that is not to press home your position –( remember “Its  only a bleeding yacht race” )– but take advantage of the rules clinic which we hope to set up at all one design events from now on , starting at Cork. Here , after racing  Jamie Wilkinson  will  hear both sides of an incident  ( Maximum of  a single 3 minute presentation each)  and give a verdict and interpretation of the appropriate rule. It will not have any effect on the result – but will we hope provide a learning platform from which to improve the rules knowledge and reduce the stress levels within our competitions. Give it a go.

