Sigma 38 Racing in Hong Kong

“While on a brief work trip to Hong Kong this week, Marko went to the ‘China Seas Race’ prizegiving at the Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club where I was introduced as among other things a Sigma 38 Sailor, which resulted in an invitation to race on one this weekend.   The boat was “Struan” sailnumber HKG1810 and the racing was at the delightful Hebe Haven Yacht club, http://www.hhyc.org.hk/  which I think is the smallest of the three yacht clubs in Hong Kong. 
We did two windward-leeward races with a very civilized start time for the first race of 14.30. Both races took less than an hour, over a short course, I suspect about a 1 mile track. The boat is owned and campaigned by Justin Shave and his partner Nicole who does bow (or did this day). She has been taken out of class and rates .991, which I think is 4 pips higher than the class standard. Hong Kong is generally a light airs venue and the changes made to the boat reflect this.
1.       The runners have been removed (although surprisingly so had the hydraulic backstay, replaced by what I think was a 12-1 purchase.)  It wasn’t going to give anything like the forestay support we would use in the UK when hanging onto the heavy no1, but that isn’t a regular issue for them.  
2.       The next visible difference is the carbon spinnaker pole projecting from the front of the boat.  As we know the class spinnaker lacks a bit of grunt, especially in the (lack of) shoulders.  Justin had opted for a wider (lower aspect) spinnaker (I think 89 m2 was mentioned) and on the advice of the sail maker changed to a longer pole as well.  He told me the pole had been sourced in New Zealand for HKG $6000 (about £500) which I thought fantastic value.   The spinnaker (which I think was from North UK) was a 0.5oz cloth, which is really is what a runner for that size of boat ought to be.
3.       Lastly the boat carries two number 1s - a heavy which I think was about 134% and a light which was about 137%. Very little difference in sail area, I don’t think you can go much bigger in the sigma without the leach hitting the shrouds, but the light was considerably deeper, made of a pure Kevlar construction, again I think from North UK.  The cutover point between the two sails was about 12 knots.  The extra depth in the L1 was appreciable, and the boat accelerated from tacks better than I remember Festina or Light doing (these are my reference points).
4.       The sheets and guys were all 8mm line, which basically means we were using light-air sheets and guys.  The guys looked underspec to my eye but obviously this has not been an issue for them. They trimmed the guy to the small runner winches at the back, and the sheets to the primaries which definitely seemed counter-intuitive, but I guess it’s a matter of what you are used to. 
Funnily enough the one change I would make if I was taking one of class would be to shorten the main leach to raise the ridiculously low boom, but I guess no-one ever makes changes which reduce the sail area! 
The crew were an assortment of likeable people ranging from senior Hong Kong policeman to a London girl doing a bit of backpacking through Asia.  We were competent but not practiced with most of the crew having done their recent sailing on TP52 or in day boats. 
Anyway we made two nice starts and came 5th and 6th in an IRC fleet of 9.  While this doesn’t sound too flash I should say that the wind was around 9 knots and the boats ahead  were a J-92, A Kerr 11.3 (the infamous orange one), an X41 and a Sydney 38, all of which are much more light-airs orientated than the Sigma. Plus making a good start in a low rating boat doesn’t help much when you get rolled after 30 seconds, and 60 seconds, and tacked on after 90 seconds – all significant and painful on a short course. 
By the way I had never seen a Sydney 38 before and was very impressed with their lines. 
See you in Poole.
 
Marko
 
