Chairman’s Report 2009
I am delighted to be able to report that the Sigma 38 OOD Class is in rude health and that 2008 was another successful year for us.

Association membership continues to build. In 2007 we had 42 boats, but by the end of 2008 we had broken the 50 mark and I can report that boats are still finding new owners despite the poor economic climate. There is a discernible trend in that boats are finding their way back into “owner – driver” hands and enjoying new leases of life after perhaps a number of years as charter boats or sailing school vessels. And, even better, the new owners are coming out to play on the racetrack. This is something the association seeks to support, with the spring training day organised by Phil Meakins becoming something of a permanent fixture.
Race attendances were strong in 2008. 34 boats came to Grand Champion events and several others raced in other events around the country. Topping the attendance league again was the Round the Island race with 25 boats racing in class and 4 racing under the ISC rating system. 
In July we had 11 boats at Cork Week, the results of which were dominated by “non Solent” boats, with excellent performances from Irish, Scottish and East Coast boats. Next, there were 18 at Cowes Week, when our class start was reinstated, with the strong approval of those that participated. The feedback from competitors here was positive and the racing was close in the exciting conditions.
The National Championships as part of the International Paints Poole Regatta in May featured some of the closest in years in the varied conditions we experienced and it was particularly good to see some new faces and excellently presented yachts in the fleet of 10 boats who participated. We seek to build on the attendance success in future years, with 2009 Nationals to be held early in May at Yarmouth IoW.
Offshore, as it was an “even” year, there was no Fastnet race or qualifiers and only 7 boats participated in the Championship in 2008. Those that came to the JOG start lines through the season were treated to a variety of interesting race conditions with interesting destinations, from the quiet St Vaast race to the boisterous coastal jaunt to Poole and back. But there was much offshore sailing going on elsewhere. Persistance sailed a strong Round Ireland Race, Esprit mixed athleticism and offshore sailing in the 3 Peaks Race and Assarain II participated in the Tall Ships Race. 
On the East Coast, Red Macaw compounded a solid performance at Cork with further success in largely strong breezes in the Sail East championship through the year. 
And Sigma 38’s were no slouches in Solent based IRC racing either. The fleet were offered two races for the price of 1 in the Hamble Winter series again in 2008, racing in IRC3 but with extracted one design results and prizes. IRC3 was won by a ’38  (Festina) and there were 4 boats in the top third of a mixed fleet of 22 starters. 

Furthermore, new owners are participating in the Class Association and I believe, will be tempted out to race in future.

But it is not all about the racing. Many owners enjoy the cruising lifestyle to a greater or lesser degree. To recognise this, we have introduced a new perpetual Trophy, sponsored by UK Halsey sailmakers, the Sigma 38 Spirit of Cruising award for the best write up of a cruising adventure.
Last year our Chairman referred to the reinstatement of the Class Certificates. This has been going well with more than 20 Certificates issued at the time of writing. The certification system is now backed up by a database of certificates and boats which will help the class association committee retain contact with owners as boats change ownership down the years. The aim is to encourage new owners to join the Association and strengthen the class as a whole. If you have not got yours yet, make sure you include the boat identification details as you revalidate in 2009 and you will receive your certificate by return. (Hull number, Yard number, datum and keel weights, engine make and model is what we need).
Unfortunately our mast replacement service was called on more than once in 2008 and the system enabled one boat to return to racing after only 48 hours. Only Association members can apply for this superb unique service.

Your Committee has planned a very attractive racing calendar for the coming year. As well as it being another “Fastnet” year, the Class Association, inaugurated in 1988, will be 21 in 2009 so alongside some fantastic racing opportunities, there are some super social events planned to celebrate the milestone. The nationals will be early in the season at Yarmouth for the early May bank holiday and the celebrations after Round the Island race this year are definitely not to be missed. 2009 will continue the tradition of alternating racing offshore with JOG and RORC. Our calendar will follow RORC to enable those seeking to qualify for the Fastnet to get their miles in and participate in our offshore championship at the same time.
Subtle changes have been made to the points system in our Grand Championship calculation for 2009 to reward participants more fairly.

Most importantly, the success of the Class depends upon those prepared to support it, which all takes time and energy. I would like to thank the committee for all their hard work and commitment over the last year.

And I thank all the owners, skippers, crews and supporters for making the Sigma 38 Class the strong community it has become.

I look forward to seeing you all out on the water in 2009. 

Best wishes and good sailing.

Nigel Goodhew

Chairman

Sigma 38 Class Association

